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The Library Lineup

Lincoln City Libraries | 2026 Summer Reading Challenge Program guide

VISIT OUR NEW BOOKMOBILES!

UNEARTH A STORY
Read 10 hours. Get big rewards.
Free pool + Saltdogs tickets just
for signing up!

Finish = food, prizes & more.
Plus: animals, magic & FREE
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Summer Storytimes

at Lincoln City Libraries

America 250 Programs
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Unsung America: Non-Fiction
Picture Book Club (K-2nd)
Wednesdays, 06/03-07/08

2-3 p.m. | Walt

America 250 Film Series
06/14, 07/12, 08/09 | 1-4 p.m. | BMPL
International Quilt Museum:
America’s 250th

06/21 | 2-3 p.m. | Gere

What Does It Mean

to Be an American?

(Mixed Media Collage)

06/25 | 6-7:30 p.m. | Eiseley

ONE BOOK
ONE LINCOLN

Bethany BookTalks-Special One Book
One Lincoln Top Ten!

Each weekly BookTalks session features
a different presenter sharing their
reading recommendations. Be the first
to hear the top ten One Book One
Lincoln choices as we share the inside
scoop. Registration is not required and
drop-in attendance is encouraged.

05/22 FRI 10:30-11:30 BETH

136 S. 14TH ST., LINCOLN, NEBRASKA |

Votes for Women:

U.S. & Nebraska Suffrage

06/28 | 1-2 p.m. | Eiseley

Stars, Stripes & Family Fun Night
07/09 | 5:30-7 p.m. | Walt

Call of the West: Challenges &
Opportunities

July 12 | 2-3 p.m. | Gere

Postwar Pop: Mid-20th Century
Memorabilia

July 14 | 6:30-7:30 p.m. | Anderson
1776: Where Were Your Ancestors?
July 19 | 2-3 p.m. | Walt
Remember the Ladies:

Stitching a Revolution

August 16 | 2-3 p.m. | Walt

One Book One Lincoln celebrates
25 years of reading together.
Watch for more programs and
vote for your favorite of the Top
Three titles this summer.

One Book One Lincoln Top Three at
The Mill, Telegraph District

Celebrate the 25th Season of One Book
One Lincoln with us as we announce the
Top Three finalists for 2026! Bring some
friends and join us at The Mill-Telegraph,
grab a beverage and mingle with other
readers on the patio. Can you guess which
of the 2026 Top 10 titles will be a finalist?
The official announcement will be at
10:30am and there will be copies available
for checkout, so please remember to bring
your library card. See you there!

05/25 MON  9:30-11:30 MILL
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Splish Splash Storytimes

Join us for storytime at a City of
Lincoln pool! We'll read, sing and
dance together, then enjoy a half-
hour of free swim time. Geared for
ages five and under with their adult.
This program is co-sponsored by
Lincoln City Libraries and Lincoln
Parks and Recreation. Children two
and under must wear a swim diaper.
Children five and under must be
within arm's reach of a parent or
guardian. And all children must be
accompanied by someone 16 years of
age or older.

Highlands Aquatic Center
5511 N.W. 12" St.

06/05 FRIDAY 10:00-10:50

Woods Pool
3200 St.
06/12

FRIDAY 10:00-10:50

Belmont Pool
1201 Manatt St.

06/17 WEDNESDAY 6:30-7:20

Ballard Pool
3901 N. 66 St.

06/26 ERIDAY 10:00-10:50

Arnold Heights Pool
4000 N.W. 46th St.

07/01 WEDNESDAY 6:30-7:20

Star City Shores
4375S. 33rd Ct.

07/10 FRIDAY 10:00-10:50

University Place Aquatic Center
2000 N. 48th St.

07/17 FRIDAY 10:00-10:50
Eden Pool

4400 Antelope Creek Rd.

07/24 FRIDAY 10:00-10:50
Irvingdale Pool

1900 Van Dorn St.

07/31 FRIDAY 10:00-10:50

LINCOLNLIBRARIES.ORG | 402-441-8500



YOUTH

Edgerton Explorit Center: Sparks

Sparks fly, and so does the fun, when students
meet the Van de Graaff generator during this
exploration of static electricity. Participants will
learn how energy moves in simple experiments,
some of which are even a little "shocking" and
"hair-raising"...but always fun!

06/02 TUE 2:00-2:45 ANDR

Construction Crew
Whether it's LEGO bricks, K'nex, Magna-Tiles or

Keva Planks, we'll have free construction time for

you and all of your building buddies.
06/07 SUN 1:00-3:00

07/05 SUN 1:00-3:00

ANDR
ANDR

Heavy Equipment Encounter

Meet in the library parking lot to explore some of

the machinery used by Lincoln's Transportation
and Utilities Department. You'll even get to climb
aboard some of these trucks!

06/09 TUE 2:00-2:45 ANDR

Stomp, Chomp, Roar: Dinosaurs

at the Library

Discover the fascinating history of the
Tyrannosaurus Rex in a fun, interactive show!
Kids will explore the science of paleontology,
learn facts about dinosaurs, and imagine a world
from long, long ago. Attendees will even get to
take photos with a "baby dinosaur" at the end!

06/16 TUE 2:00-2:45 ANDR

Ashfall Fossil Beds Virtual Tour

Get a close-up view of the amazing fossils found
at Ashfall Fossil Beds! An educator will take us
(virtually) on a live tour to explore fossil
discoveries and "step" into the fossil bed to geta
first-hand look at some of the rhino, horse, and
camel skeletons found there. Learn about the
volcano in southwest Idaho that blanketed
Nebraska with glassy volcanic ash 12-million
years ago, the impact on wildlife, and how their
fossil remains were discovered and continue to
be researched.
06/23 TUE

2:00-3:00 ANDR

Dino Day

Stomp, chomp and roar; let's party like a
dinosaur! Join us for dino-mite fun and games.
06/30 TUE 2:00-3:00 ANDR

06/30 TUE 6:00-7:00 ANDR

2 136 S. 14th Street | Lincoln, NE
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YOUTH Continued

Wildlife Encounters: Dig

Into Adventure!

While dinosaurs may no longer roam the earth,
many of today's creatures share fascinating
connections to prehistoric times. Six live animal
ambassadors will help kids bridge the past with
the present in a fun, interactive and educational
presentation.
07/07 TUE

2:00-2:45 ANDR

Jurassic Magic with Jeff Quinn

Magician Jeff Quinn is back! With the help of his
dino friends, Jeff's humor and amazing magic
tricks will keep the audience guessing. This event
does require lots of audience participation, so
come prepared to join in the fun!

07/14 TUE 2:00-2:45 ANDR

Saltdogs at the Library for Kids!

Meet Homer the Haymarket Hound and
players from the Lincoln Saltdogs when they
visit the library to read a book, lead us in
practice stretches, and sign autographs! You
might even get to play catch with a Saltdog!
07/21 TUE 1:30-2:00 ANDR

Dancing Dinos
Let's make some noise! Stomp on in for 30
minutes of music, movement and dino fun. It's
going to be fossil-tively awesome!
07/28 TUE 1:30-2:00

07/28 TUE 2:30-3:00

ANDR
ANDR

TEENS Grades 6-12

Teen BINGO

Call your cousins, bring your brother, find a
friend, and join us for a fun afternoon of
BINGO just for TEENS! There will be snacks!
06/01 MON 1:30-3:00 ANDR

Doodle Art for Teens

Join us to make a zentangle masterpiece using
your favorite shapes and patterns. We'll
provide the supplies, you bring the creativity!
Limited to the first 30 teens.

06/08 MON 1:30-3:00 ANDR

Teen Button Making

Need some flair to add to your bag? A pin to
say exactly how you feel? Use our button
maker and your creativity to make your own
perfect buttons!
06/15 MON

1:30-3:00 ANDR

Teen Friendship Bracelets

Everybody loves a friendship bracelet. Stop by
the library to learn a few different techniques.
Make one to give to your bestie and one to
keep for yourself!
06/29 MON

1:30-3:00 ANDR

TEENS Grades 6-12 Continued

Puzzle-Palooza for Teens

Compete against other teens to see who can
finish their puzzle the fastest! Prizes for

the winners!
07/06 MON

1:30-3:00 ANDR

Totes Adorbs for Teens

Get artsy by designing your own adorable tote
bag using paint markers. Come with a design
in mind or talk to other participants for
inspiration. Limited to the first 25 teens.
07/13 MON 1:30-3:00 ANDR

Teen Trivia

Think you know it all? Prove it! Join us for an
afternoon of fun, challenging questions, and
friendly competition. There will be snacks!
07/20 MON 1:30-3:00 ANDR

ADULTS

Mahjong

Join our growing group of MahJong players for
free-play. New players are always welcome,
and the group is happy to teach beginners!
WEDNESDAYS 2:00-4:00 ANDR

Puzzle-Palooza for Adults

Compete against others to see who can finish
their puzzle the fastest! Prizes for the winners!
06/04 THU 6:00-7:30 ANDR

Totes Adorbs for Adults

Get artsy by designing your own adorable tote
bag using paint markers. Come with a design
in mind or talk to other participants for
inspiration. Limited to the first 25 adults.
06/25 THU 6:00-7:30 ANDR

Post War Pop: Memorabilia of the Mid-
Twentieth Century

From the 1920's onward, America was flooded
with pop culture collectibles. This entertaining,
informative program examines how these
trends of the times came to be. A colorful
power point presentation and artifact samples
bring the mid-twentieth century to life. Topics
can be tailored to specific audience interests.
Retro, yet up-to-the-minute "Postwar Pop" is
an invigorating exploration of the tastes that
shaped an era.
07/14 TUE

6:30-7:30 ANDR



Downtown Parking is FREE:

e at meters on Sundays

e weekdays after 6 p.m.

e 1-hour free parking in Eagle Garage

YOUTH

Sensory-Friendly Stay & Play

Join us on the fourth Wednesday evening of each
month for a quiet, low-stimulation playtime
designed for children who benefit from a calmer
environment. Explore sensory tools, soft lighting,
and child-led activities at your pace in a
welcoming supportive space.

05/27 WED 6:00-7:00 BMPL
06/24 WED 6:00-7:00 BMPL
07/29 WED 6:00-7:00 BMPL

Create & Construct Club

Join us for this weekly drop-in STEM program
for elementary-aged kids where creativity and
building take center stage. Kids can enjoy a
snack, try a fun building challenge, or explore
open construction time with a variety of
materials and tools.

06/01 MON 1:30-3:00 BMPL
06/08 MON 1:30-3:00 BMPL
06/15 MON 1:30-3:00 BMPL
06/22 MON 1:30-3:00 BMPL
06/29 MON 1:30-3:00 BMPL
07/06 MON 1:30-3:00 BMPL
07/13 MON 1:30-3:00 BMPL
07/20 MON 1:30-3:00 BMPL
07/27 MON 1:30-3:00 BMPL

Stroller Stories

Bring your little ones and a stroller (or wagon) for
a guided walk through downtown Lincoln filled
with stories, rhymes, and songs. We'll meet at
the N Street door on the south side of the library
at 9:45 am for a 20-minute walk. Afterward, stay
for ice coffee, snacks, and playtime in the
children's area or courtyard.

06/02 TUE 9:45-10:05 BMPL
06/09 TUE 9:45-10:05 BMPL
06/16 TUE 9:45-10:05 BMPL
06/23 TUE 9:45-10:05 BMPL
06/30 TUE 9:45-10:05 BMPL
07/07 TUE 9:45-10:05 BMPL
07/14 TUE 9:45-10:05 BMPL
07/21 TUE 9:45-10:05 BMPL
07/28 TUE 9:45-10:05 BMPL

Bennett Martin Public Library
136 S. 14th St. | 402-441-8530

YOUTH Continued

Music Exploration with Music

Studio LNK

Music Studio LNK staff will lead little ones
through a music exploration experience using a
hands-on approach with a variety of
instruments, musical styles, and movement
fostering a lifelong love for music, all within the
safe environment of discovery. This program is
designed to make music education fun,
engaging, and accessible for children.

06/02 TUE 10:30-11:00 BMPL
06/16 TUE 10:30-11:00 BMPL
06/30 TUE 10:30-11:00 BMPL
07/07 TUE 10:30-11:00 BMPL
07/21 TUE 10:30-11:00 BMPL

Dinosaur Family Fun Night

Travel back in time for a prehistoric dinosaur
family fun night! Families can enjoy dinosaur-
themed crafts and activities. Little
paleontologists are encouraged to come dressed
in their favorite dinosaur costumes.

06/03 WED 5:30-7:00 BMPL

Edgerton Explorit Center: Raptorology

This is a unique opportunity to view birds of
prey through a true educational experience.
You will get up close to the birds and learn the
fun and fascinating facts of these amazing
creatures including the identification of raptors,
their natural habitat, and habits associated with
their surroundings.
06/04 THU

10:30-11:15 BMPL

Sound Safari
Have some musical fun after Stroller Storytime!

06/09 TUE 10:30-11:00 BMPL
06/23 TUE 10:30-11:00 BMPL
07/14 TUE 10:30-11:00 BMPL
07/28 TUE 10:30-11:00 BMPL

Dinosaur Draw Along with Chloe Burgett
lllustrator Chloe Burgett will guide participants
through the step-by-step process of drawing
dinosaurs. Maybe the dinosaur you draw will
inspire you to "unearth a story" of your own!
This event is open to everyone, but fits best
for ages 5-12. All supplies will be provided.
06/11 THU 10:30-11:15 BMPL

Stomp, Chomp, Roar: Dinosaurs at the
Library

Discover the fascinating history of the
Tyrannosaurus Rex in a fun, interactive
show! Kids will explore the science of
paleontology, learn facts about dinosaurs,
and imagine a world from long, long ago.
Attendees will even get to take photos with
a "baby dinosaur" at the end!

06/15 MON  10:30-11:15 BMPL

YOUTH Continued

Ashfall Fossil Beds Virtual Tour

Get a close-up view of the amazing fossils
found at Ashfall Fossil Beds! An educator will
take us (virtually) on a live tour to explore
fossil discoveries and "step" into the fossil bed
to get a first-hand look at some of the rhino,
horse, and camel skeletons found there. Learn
about the volcano in southwest Idaho that
blanketed Nebraska with glassy volcanic ash
12 million years ago, the impact on wildlife,
and how their fossil remains were discovered
and continue to be researched.

06/25 THU 10:30-11:30 BMPL

Big Gumdrop Outdoors:

Unearth & Explore

Through insect-hunting and plant-discovery
activities, youth will explore the natural world
up close and uncover the stories living all
around us. This hands-on program brings the
"Unearth a Story" theme to life through
curiosity and outdoor exploration.

06/29 MON 6:00-7:00 BMPL

Earth Explorers STEM Family Night

Dig into discovery at Earth Explorers STEM
Family Night! Families can enjoy hands-on
crafts and activities all about rocks, crystals,
soil, and the amazing layers of the Earth.
07/01 WED 5:30-7:00 BMPL

Wildlife Encounters: Dig Into Adventure!
While dinosaurs may no longer roam the
earth, many of today's creatures share
fascinating connections to prehistoric times.
Six live animal ambassadors will help kids
bridge the past with the presentin a fun,
interactive and educational presentation.
07/09 THU 10:30-11:15 BMPL

Jurassic Magic with Jeff Quinn

Magician Jeff Quinn is back! With the help of
his dino friends, Jeff's humor and amazing
magic tricks will keep the audience guessing.
This event does require lots of audience
participation, so come prepared to join in the
fun!
07/16 THU

10:30-11:15 BMPL

Saltdogs at the Library for Kids!

Meet Homer the Haymarket Hound and
players from the Lincoln Saltdogs when they
visit the library to read a book, lead us in
practice stretches, and sign autographs! You
might even get to play catch with a Saltdog!
07/23 THU 10:30-11:00 BMPL

LincolnLibraries.org | 402-441-8500 3






























